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We are proud to announce the 30-year anniversary of HGA, and I wanted 
to share a brief history of how it all began. A gentleman by the name of Wander 
Mall purchased a greenhouse only to discover that once he erected the structure, 
he had no clue how to operate it.  In 1975, information for the greenhouse 
hobbyist was non-existent.  Mr. Mall set out to gather a group of 30 to 40 growers 
to share ideas and experiences. He appointed Mary Sanderson and Rosalynn 
Littermann to help with the project.  Mr. Mall printed up a bulletin and set up dues 
at $2.00 per year.  

 Shortly thereafter, Doc and Katy Abraham liked Mr. Mall’s idea and 
promoted it on their radio and TV program resulting in an influx of requests for 
memberships and pleas for help. Soon after, the member newsletter called The 
Planter was born, and Mr. Mall’s project grew into an organization attracting 
members from across the country. Member dues previously collected in a coffee 
can were transferred to a bank account.  In 1976, HGA was incorporated in 
Connecticut and Directors were appointed. Dues were raised to $5.00, and 
chapters began to sprout and grow.

In 1986, Jan Hale volunteered to become Editor of a new membership 
magazine called Hobby Greenhouse. The rights to the name The Planter had 
been relinquished. I have serious doubts HGA would have continued if not for the 
tremendous dedication Jan has given to the organization.  

Over the past 30 years, an awesome group of individuals donated time 
and financial resources to keep HGA alive and growing. Directors have 
maintained a strong commitment to keeping the publications and the organization 
“by members and for members.”  

HGA offers a quarterly magazine with color photos and excellent quality 
articles, and a quarterly newsletter filled with information about HGA happenings 
and member input. Though I would be lost without my computer, I still get excited 
each time I open my mail box to find an HGA publication!  

Be a part of HGA’s next 30 years! Join this wonderful organization today 
and grow with it!

*** History information cited from: “History of the Hobby Greenhouse Association 
1975-1982” by Mary Sanderson, editor of “The Planter”


